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The 7th PHPC 
Conference 
summarized 
as a mini-
death system?



People, Places, Times, Objects, 
Symbols & Images 
Death system components



People

• Around 330 participants
• ~40 countries
• Universities

• Health sciences
• Arts
• Social Sciences
• Humanities

• Hospices & Hospitals
• Palliative Care and other Alliances
• Community Organizations
• Municipalities/Policy Organizations
• Professional Organizations
• Patient and other Civil Organizations





Places

















1st International
Conference
Public health and 
palliative care 
Kerala India
2009

”India's Movement to Help People Die
Better
Volunteers are taking the care of their
terminally ill neighbors into their own
hands.”

FEBRUARY 28, 2017



2rd Conference 
Compassionate 
care for the 
terminally ill
Dhaka 
Bangladesh 
2011



3rd Conference 
Death, Dying, 
Loss & Care: 
Social 
experiences or 
medical events? 
Limerick Ireland
2013



4th Conference
Community 
resilience in 
practice 
Bristol, England
2015



5th Conference
Palliative care is 
public health: 
principles to 
practice
Ottawa Canada
2017



6th Conference
Compassionate 
Communities in 
Action: Reclaiming 
Ageing, Dying and 
Grieving
Leura, Australia
2019





Honoring and acknowledging
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Thoughts for 
the future
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History and development



1st Summer School
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Pendulum swings?
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Who is the 
conference for?
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Diversity
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Diversity

Our systems 
as hard-to-reach,
Not people or 
groups
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Knowledge exchange



Unique 
Aspects,
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learned,
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the arts & research,
emotions & thinking,
we as them





“He aha te mea nui o tea ao, he tangata, he 
tangata, he tangata!”



“He aha te mea nui o tea ao, he tangata, he 
tangata, he tangata!”

“What is it all about? 
The people, the people, the people”


